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Current Situation
Meertens Instituut
Nederlandse Liederenbank
 Database of 130.000 Dutch Songs
 Only metadata searchable (author, title, first

line, etc.)
Onder de Groene Linde
 7000 recordings and transcriptions, compiled

1957-94
 Missing: search functionality for melodies

needed for identification of songs and oral
variation

 Transcriptions not yet digitized

 Music Information Retrieval algorithms
 Muugle framework
 Usability studies
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WITCHCRAFT Goals
Develop a content-based retrieval system for
a large number of folk song melodies stored
as audio and notation
 Design similarity measures, based on models of

music cognition and perception
 Create a search tool that provides access to the

collection of Onder de Groene Linde for scholars
and general public

 Support testing of hypotheses about oral
transmission of folk songs

 Design a music information retrieval system
suitable for other large music collections
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Pilot Project
Develop and evaluate an integrated music entry and retrieval system prototype for folk songs

 Develop a music notation editor for folk songs
 Integrate existing data (recorded audio,

scanned transcriptions)
 Guide and evaluate data entry process resulting

in a test corpus of 140 digitized melodies from
Onder de Groene Linde

 Evaluate Muugle’s melodic similarity search on
the test corpus

 Explore ways of using the new tools for
addressing research questions such as
classification, identification and tracing of
melodic variants

Music editor Manual Compilation
of Variants


